Throughout the Del Rey Manga books, you will find Japanese honorifics left intact 
in the translations. For those not familiar with how the Japanese use honorifics 
and, more important, how they differ from American honorifics, we present this 
brief overview. 


Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever since 
the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use of honorifics— 
which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship or status—has 
played an essential role in the Japanese language. When addressing someone in 
Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of a suffix attached to one’s name 
(example: “Asuna-san”), is used as a title at the end of one’s name, or appears in 
place of the name itself (example: “Negi-sensei,” or simply “Sensei!”). 

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the context of 
manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the relationship between 
characters. Many English translations leave out these important honorifics and 
therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese. Because Japanese honorifics 
contain nuances that English honorifics lack, it is our policy at Del Rey not to 
translate them. Here, instead, is a guide to some of the honorifics you may 
encounter in Del Rey Manga. 


-SAN: This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr., Miss, 
Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be used in any 
situation where politeness is required. 


-SAMA: This is one level higher than “-san” and is used to confer great 
respect. 
-DONO: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an even 


higher level than “-sama” and confers utmost respect. 


-KUN: This suffix is used at the end of boys’ names to express familiarity 
or endearment. It is also sometimes used by men among friends, 
or when addressing someone younger or of a lower station. 


-CHAN: 


BOZU: 


SEMPAI/ 
SENPAI: 


KOHAI: 


SENSEI: 


-[BLANK]: 


This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is also 
used for little boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives a sense of 
childish cuteness. 


This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the English terms 
“kid” and “squirt.” 


This title suggests that the addressee is one’s senior in a group 
or organization. It is most often used in a school setting, where 
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It can 
also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer employee 
addresses an employee who has seniority in the company. 


This is the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward underclassmen 
in school or newcomers in the workplace. It connotes that the 
addressee is of a lower station. 


Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used for 
teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession or art. 


This is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is perhaps the most sig- 
nificant difference between Japanese and English. The lack of hon- 
orific means that the speaker has permission to address the person 
in a very intimate way. Usually, only family, spouses, or very close 
friends have this kind of permission. Known as yobisute, it can be 
gratifying wnen someone who has earned the intimacy starts to call 
one by one’s name without an honorific. But when that intimacy 
hasn’t been earned, it can be very insulting. 
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THIS IS MY FIRST 
TIME BEING CALLED 
TO A CONVENT... 


all 
SHINAGAWA, 
BANSHOZAN 
TOKALI 
TEMPLE HIGH 
PRIEST 


TAKUAN SOHO 


MIGHT I WALT 
OUTSIDE THE 
GATE? 


WELL, YOU HAVE BEEN 
CALLED BY PRINCESS 
SEN HERSELF, SO 
ENTERING IS 
PERMISSIBLE. 


HM, IT'S NOT LIKE 
YOU TO BE SO 
HESITANT. 


WHILE 
YOU'VE BEEN 
QUIBBLING..- 
LOOK. 


EDO YAGYU FAMILY. 
MUNENORI'S SON PROBABLY... 
YAGYO JYOBEI 
MITSUYOSHI 


ire 


STORY 3 ENDL, 
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PROBABLY... 


BROKE 
THROUGH--- 


WITH BARE 
HANDS AND 
FEET. 


PUTS THE MALE 
PROHIBITION 
LAW TO SHAME. 


PERHAPS I SHOULD 
WAIT AT THE GATE 
AFTER ALL? 


LETTING IN 
ANOTHER TWO 
OR THREE MEN 
WON'T MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE- 


TEMPLE HAS 
COME TO 
SEE HER. 


LOOK! 
LIKE A GIRL 
WHOSE HAD HER 
CHERRY POPPED. 


HEY! PLEASE TELL THE 
LADY TENJUIN THAT 
TAKUAN OF EDO TOKALILI 


laa 
| j 
(ja ie 


\ \ ({\ ¥ \ 
Wa AY ES DAY Wy hi 
AVA IS 
Nv \h NOW DN 
A HS ii 
RS rT er 
TAPAS a ‘) i 
OY TSU i {Uh 
MT. tiny UL LD 


WU) ) 


1 a it 
AW 
Ra 
NTA 


i 


STORY 4: FORII\Y-FOUR 
MEMORIAL TABLETS _ 


L-LADY TENJUIN 
IS INSIDE 


THANKS- 


YOU FOR 


COMING SO | 


LADY 


THE LETTER TENSUIN, 


HAD REPORTED 
: S TWENTY-THREE 
4S 
BUT FORTY- (es, NUNS DEAD... 
FOUR ia ap 
TABLETS? 


~*~. I HAD 
/ 
<J ALL TWENTY-ONE 


SOMEONE 
INVESTI- 


MEN, WHO WERE 
GATE... 


DELIVERED 
TO THE KATO 
MANSION, WERE 


BRUTALLY 
EXECUTED. 


AND NOT 
BY SEPPUKU 
OR BY 
BEHEADING... 


NOT 
CRUCIFIED 
OR BURNED AT 
THE STAKE... 


THEIR FINGERS 
AND TOES WERE CUT 
OFF ONE BY ONE 
WITH A DULL BLADE 
TO PROLONG THE 
PAIN... 


HES CAUGHEDYAND. AKI NARTZSEOOKEDION 
WATCHED THE AND DRANK: SAKE® 
EXECUTIONS OVER 
THREE DAYS- 


| &§ ee 


APTERMIHE CEVENICEEARS HADIRE 
ONIW Har RUACE]HERE! 


THIS 
CANNOT BE 
KNOWN IN 
PUBLIC 


---THUS, 


EVEN 
PRAISING 
THEIR 
ACTIONS- 


RATHER THAN 
RELYING ON 
THIS SILLY 


EST, 
PERHAPS REPORTING TO Von 


THE SHOGUN DIRECTLY 
WOULD BE A BETTER 
TACTIC. 


WW ld, 


IMAGINE 
INDEED... THAT LORD 
I AGREE. IYEMITSU 


WOULD 
IGNORE THE 
APPEALS OF 

HIS DEAR 
SISTER.-- 


IS NOT MY 
DESIRE. 


IF THE SHOGUN WERE 
TO PUNISH THE KATO 
FAMILY FOR THIS 
INCIDENT 


I WOULD 
RATHER PUT A 
STOP TO IT. 


---L DO NOT 
WISH ANY 
HELP FROM 
MEN 


TO DEAL 
WITH THE 
SEVEN 
SPEARS. 


FURTHER- 
MORE, 


THESE WOMEN 
DO NOT WANT 
THE HELP OF THE 
SHOGUN- 


WE WILL 
CRUSH 
THE AIZU 
KATO 
FAMILY! 


MUST BE 
DEFEATED BY 
THE HANDS OF 
THESE SEVEN 

WOMEN. 


THOSE 
MONSTERS, 
WHO HAVE 
VIOLATED 
US AND 
TOKEITITI 

TEMPLE, 


---L'M OCHIE, 
HORI MONDO'S 
DAUGHTER. 


OSAWA, WIFE OF 
TAGAI MATAHACHIRO, 
LIKEWISE MONDO'S 

BROTHER. 


INTRODUCE TEMPLE- 
YOURSELVES. 


SAKURA, 
DAUGHTER OF 
MANABE SHOBETL, 
MONDO'S 
BROTHER. 


OTORTI, 


DAUGHTER 
LOYAL TO ‘ 


OKEI, WIFE OF MONEE: OF ITAKURA 
HORI FAMILY A BUDEN, 
VASSAL INABA 
TYUZABURO.- 


LIKEWISE, 
OSHINA, WIFE OF 
VASSAL KANEMARU 

HANSAKU- 


OFUE, LADY 
OCHIE'S 
SERVANT. 


HE MAY BE A 
WRINKLED OLD 
PRIEST, BUT HE'S 
STILL A MAN! 


WHY DID you 
CALL UPON A MALE 
PRIEST? 


OF COURSE TI 

DO NOT WISH 

TO RELY ONA 
MAN--- 


---OUR 
ENEMY IS 
THE AIZuU 
DREADFUL SEVEN 
MEN WITH SPEARS. 
EXTRAORDINARY 
SKILL- 


THAT'S 
ENOUGH, 
OFUE. 


IWASHINOSU 
 RENSUKE HAS 
JANFARACCELCE D, 


TH 'y 
“HES BARE HANDS * 


GUSOKU TYONOSHIN 
COMMANDS THREE 
DOGS, THE SIZE OF 
CALVES. 


HE IS THE 
DEVIL WITHA 
LONG SPEAR. 


CALLED) DALDOIT 


IS. AN EXPERT WITH 
~ THE SICKLE AND 
CHAIN. 


AND THE BOY, 
KORO GINSHIRO... 


HE THROWSIA 
— MISTLIKE|WEB 


THAT, CAN 
CONTAIN PEOPLE'S 
MOVEMENTS- 


AND URUSHIDO 
KOSHICHIRO.-- 


DESPITE MISSING AN 
ARM, HE IS A DEMON 
WITH THE SWORD. 


AGAINST THAT, 
YOU ARE BUT 
YOU MAY WANT SEVEN WOMEN. 
REVENGE 
BuUT.-- 


WE HAVE 
ALREADY 
FORFEITED 
OUR LIVES!! 


YOU MUST 
ACHIEVE WHAT IS 
DIFFICULT. 


yOu WILL 
SURELY BE 
DEFEATED 


TENTUIN! 


DO NOT BE 
SELF-DEFEATIST. 
CHERISH LIFE AND 
YOURSELF. 


---THIS IS WHY 
I CALLED THIS 
MAN... 


ZEN MASTER 
TAKUAN 


HAS BETTER 
RELATIONS WITH 
SWORDSMEN AND 

GENERALS THAN 

WITH OTHER 

PRIESTS--- 


TO CHOOSE JUST 50 I'VE 
ONE MAN WHO ASKED HIM 
CAN PREPARE 


YOU TO 
HAVE YOUR 
REVENGE... 


NOW DO YOU SEE WHY 
I/VE BROUGHT YOU 
HERE? 


THERE WERE 
BITS I COULDN'T 
UNDERSTAND FROM 
THE MASTER'S 
EXPLANATION 
ALONE BUT 
NOW... 


I COULD 
INSTRUCT 


THESE 
SEVEN 
WOMEN FOR 
A HUNDRED 
YEARS... 


BUT I DON’T 
THINK THEY CAN 
DEFEAT... 


THE AIZu 
SEVEN 
SPEARS. 


SCRATCH 


I COULD 
INSTRUCT 


THESE SEVEN 
WOMEN FOR 
A HUNDRED 

YEARS, BUT I 


Usetecan i DON'T THINK 
DEFEAT THE 


AIZuU SEVEN 


SPEARS. 


HAVE ENDURED 
TOUGH TRAINING 
UPON TRAINING 
AND ARE NOW 
AT THE PEAK OF 
THEIR SKILLS. 


HEH---TOUGH 
TRAINING IS 
SOMETHING 
YOU KNOW 


ABOUT. 


EVEN IF I STARTED 
TUTORING THESE 
DAINTY BEAUTIES 

NOW-..- 


AGAINST THOSE 
SEVEN DEVILS..- 


NO WAY THEY'D 
BE READY IN 
TIME--- 
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TO TUTOR 
Us, HUH? 
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STORYSS3 INTOMPMEVABYS'S 


THE SEVEN 
OF US WILL 
to VEFEAT THE 


GO BACK ENEMY. 


EDO WITH 
YOUR TAIL 

BETWEEN 
YOUR LEGS 
IF YOWRE 
AFRAID OF 
THE ENEMY! 


DON'T TROUBLE ---BUT AS 


YOURSELF OFUE SAID. 
OVER US... 


---PLEASE 
FORGIVE 
OFUE'S 
INSOLENCE. 


IN THE WOOPS..- 
EXCITEMENT, I SILLY PRIEST. 
FORGOT AN 
IMPORTANT 

DETALL- 


WHO TS THIS 
SAMURAI? 


dal lords 


*Yagyd Tajime: yagul Tali 


THE Eo THE: 
SON OF YaGyu 


Leave GET OUT 
Leave STUPID! 


LEAVE 
LEAVE 
LEAVE 
LEAVE. 


I’M 
JYUBET 
MITSUYOSHT.- 


YOU'RE AN 


EXCEPTION TO - 
WHATI SAID § HEH. 
BEFORE. YOU'RE 


STRONG. 


LADY 
IS OFA / pn TENIJUIN, 


SCHOOL THAT IS 
YET UNKNOWN TO f IT'S LIKELY THAT 


US. I WOULD EVEN THE FIGHTING 


SUSPECT THAT THE f ARTS OF THE 
ASHINA SEVEN SPEARS.-- 


SO THEY MIGHT PASS ON 
THEIR FIGHTING ARTS 
THROUGH BLOOD TIES. 


MARRY ONLY 
WITHIN THE 
CLAN. 


wwvwwwwvwwwwwww rl 
= 


THROAT OF 


MUTSUL” 
THE INCIDENT ON 


HIS FIRST VISIT TO 
EDO, SOON AFTER 
HE SUCCEEDED HIS 
FATHER YOSHIAKI AS 
AIZU HEAD... 


KEEP THIS OLD 
MAN AT BAY IN 
SENDAT. 


YOU DO 
UNDERSTAND THAT, 
HM, LORD 
SHIKINOBUSHO? 


\ \ els 


/ 


re oa 


---AND KATO 
AKINARI- 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, THE 
SHOGUN HAS 

ORDERED You 
TO 


SENDA 
(620, 000 
KOKU) 
CLAN HEAD 


DATE 
MASAMUKE 


---LF YOUR 
TERRITORY 
WAS TWICE 
ITS SIZE- 


I WOULD RATHER 
MARCH MY MEN AND 
TAKE IT THAN KEEP 

YOU THERE... 


YET AKINART IS 
SAID TO HAVE 
HELD HIS OWN 

AGAINST, HIM... 


HE WON'T 
STAND BY 
QUIETLY IF 
WE MAKE AN 
ENEMY OF 
HIM. 


LORD DATE 
MASAMUNE IS 
A BOLD MAN, 

FEARED By 

OTHERS AS 
THE ONE-EYED 

DRAGON. 


EARLIER, 


You 
CALLED THIS 
ALL “VERY 
INTRIGUING.” 


THAT'S VERY 
INTRIGUING. 


BECOMING A 
CORMORANT MASTER 
IS ALGO VERY 
INTRIGUING. 


POINT \" 
WS * 
‘A 


THEN YOu 
WILL TAKE 
THEM ON, 
TYUBEL? 


FOR ONE, I TOO 
MIGHT BE IN 


DANGER AGAINST 


SUCH MONSTERS. 


AND 
SECOND, I CAN 
TRAIN THESE 
LADIES AS MY 
CORMORANTS*. 


Cormorants: Seabirds uhich are tethered Together and trained to catch 


fish 


THERE'S NO 
DENYING THIS 
ONE WITH THE 
BUTCH CUT IS 

BEAUTIFUL, 

THOUGH- 


AS YOU 
I’M ESPECIALLY WISH. THANK 
PLEASED THEY'RE GOODNESS, 
SO BEAUTIFUL! THEY KEPT 
THEIR HAIR! 


---HAD 
THEY BEEN 
OLDER 
PERHAPS... 


THEY KEPT 
THEIR HAIR 


BECAUSE I HAD ONLY 
INTENDED TO HIDE 
THEM HERE UNTIL 
THE MATTER WAS 
RESOLVED... 


BuT I THOUGHT 
IT SAD FOR SUCH 
YOUNG WOMEN TO 
END THEIR DAYS 

AS NUNS. 


AT LADY TENJUIN'S 
REQUEST, I WILL 
INSTRUCT YOU, BUT 
YOU MUST DEFEAT 
THE ENEMY YOUR- 
SELVES. 


DO NOT MAKE A 
RASH PROMISE 


BuT 


SO YOU CAN HAVE JYUBET, 


YOUR FUN WITH 
THESE WOMEN... 


OF COURSE... 
THESE WOMEN 
WILL SURELY 


YOu WILL 
NOT DEFEAT 
THIS ENEMY 

WITHOUT 

DYING. 


SO 
PREPARE 
YOUR- 
SELVES. 


WE WERE 


PREPARED 
TO DIE 
FROM THE 
START!! 


I INTEND TO 
THROW YOu 
INTO THE 
ABYSS- 


THAT GOES 
WITHOUT 
SAYING! 


NOT JUST 
YOUR LIVES. 
MAYBE GIVE UP 
YOUR CHASTITY, 
TOO. 


WHAT'S 
WRONG... 


AFRALD? 


dos 
ges Ar 


STRA..- 


STRATEGY? HM. THEN 


STARTING NOW, 
I SHALL TEACH 
YOU THE ART OF 


MILITARY 
STRATEGY. 


WE CAN'T 
COMPETE AGAINST 
MONSTERS IN 
SWORDSMANSHIP. 


AT THIS POINT, 
WE MIGHT GAIN 
ADVANTAGE BY 
FOCUSSING ON 
DIFFERENT MILITARY 
STRATEGLES..-THE SUN 
TZU SCHOOL, THE KUNG 
UNDER- MING SCHOOL, KUSUNOKT, 
STAND? KOSH, SANADA.-- 


00000 


a ay, io 
es 


50 LADY 
TENSHONT, 


DO I HAVE YOUR 
PERMISSION TO STAY HERE 
TO BEGIN MY LESSONS? 


SNy/4 


a 4 


COU 


YOU MUST WEAR 
IT WHILE YOu 
ARE HERE. 


I 
Now, A sue 
panes STAND. 
IS BEST . 
HATCHED IN 
SECRET. 
I/D LIKE A 
PLACE TO 


MEET WITH 
THEM... 


S'S" 8 Were 


HM. BELLS TO 
ALERT WOMEN TO 
MY PRESENCE... 


ny THE CEDAR 

THAT'S GOOD. 4 AY tee WOODS IN THE 
THEN IT’S Pann RD ole REAR? 
DECIDED. t foe St CaN 


A RELUCTANT FIGHTING 
ARTS INSTRUCTOR FOR THE 
SHOGUN.--HE ONCE BEAT UP 
LORD LYEMITSU UNTIL HE 
COULDN'T STAND. 


BUT THIS 
TIME. 


HE SEEMS 
PLEASED WITH 
THIS JOB... 


SHOULD WE ZEN MASTER..- 
ENTRUST THE HE SEEMS TO 


WOMEN IN HIS SAY INDECENT 
CARE? THINGS... 


PROBABLY. 


MASTER, 


CAN HE TRULY HELP 
US DEFEAT THE 
ENEMY... 


PROBABLY ---HE IS A FREE- 


SPIRITED SORT 
BUT... 


SCRATCH 


7 


res 3 
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. HE GAVE) UPTHE) 
YAGYUS 123500) KOK 
ANDI HIS POSTWAS THE 
4 SHOGUNIS|ELGHTING) 7 
ARTS, INSTRUCTOR TO. 
HIS YOUNGER BROTHER 
MUNEFUYUE 


HE DREAMED OF PLUNGING 
INTO THE DEPTHS OF HELL 
WITH ONLY A SWORD, 


BELIEVING THAT WAS 
THE ONLY WAY OF LIFE 
FOR HIM... 


---ARE NOT 
RINGING... 


7. 


THERE IS NO 
BETTER MAN FOR 
THIS UNDERTAKING 
THAN JYUBET-. 


LA—-LADY 
OCHTE... 


1 
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SEVERAL DAYS LATER.--- 


ZAAAR... 
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DOJO! TEMPLE 


a ooo 


ARE YOu 
AWAKE, MY 


- i \\\ 


WE RECEIVED 
A MESSAGE 
FROM SHOJI 
TJINNEMON IN 
YOSHIWARA* 
LAST NIGHT... 


AND..-ANY 
GIRLS FROM 
THE NOBLE 
COURT**? 


HE WILL HAVE 
THIS YEAR'S 
KYO DOLLS 


THERE ARE 


SEVERAL- 
IF YOU WISH, 


I WILL GO To 
YOSHIWARA 
MYSELF 


TO MAKE 
ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR 
THEM. 


AND NOBLEST Wy / =. <a YES, THE 
ONES YOU CAN Y a) PROUDEST... 


FIND. 


I'VE GROWN A : 
TIRED OF THIS (aN TELL TINNEMON THAT 
LOT... / =~ S) I WILL TAKE SIX NEW 
| “ees ONES OFF HIS HANDS. 


T/LL CAST 
THEM OFF 
TO YOU- 


7 | THE NAME OF 
ST i | THIS PLACE 
Lo f IS THE... 


UAtiys? Nip 


fe Te NS 


Zi a oon 
ee 


(ae | a ae 


“ELOWER |) i} 
PLIT"2 


UNDER- J ih | THAT IS AN 


STAND? 


WITH 
PLEASURE! 


STRAW 
SANDAL 
TRACKS!2 


7 | “AGOBET? 
TI 


WAS LISTENING 
IN FROM THE TOP 
OF THE STAIRS!! 


SEVEN SNAKE | 
EYES 


"1 


ZARRARA 


IT BE THE 
SHOGUN'S 


TO PROTECT 
THESE SEVEN 
HORI WOMEN. 


WEARING A\ 
HANNYA MASK... 
ODD... 


IF HE IS A SPY, 
JUST STRIKE HIM 
DOWN! 


THEN, I MUST 
GIVE MY LIFE... 


THE 
SHOGUN'S 
SYA. 


LiSIOSSLBLEr. 


IMPORTANT 
HORT MEN 


ARE ALL 
DEAD. 


---RIDICULOUS! 
IT'S USELESS 
TO SPECULATE. 
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FUTARO YAMADA 


Born in 1922 in Hyogo Prefecture, Futaro Yamada made his debut as 
a novelist while still a student at Tokyo Medical University. Yamada 
was known for his mystery novels such as Ganchuu No Akuma. Later, 
his Ninja Scrolls series became wildly popular. He penned a wide 
body of literature, including the period piece Makaitensei, as well as 
several collections of essays such as Ato Senkai No Banmeshi and 
Ningen Rinjyuu Zukan. He passed away on July 28, 2001. 


MASAKI SEGAWA 


Masaki Segawa made his debut in 1997 with the series Senma 
Monogatari, which ran in the weekly comic Morning. In 1998, he 
began his long-running Uppers magazine series Onigiri Jyuuzou, 
which ended in the year 2000. This is his second-longest-running 

series and his first adaptation. He loves cats and watermelon. 

He currently resides in Funabashi. 


Japanese is a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation is often more an art 
than a science. For your edification and reading pleasure, here are notes on some of the 
places where we could have gone in a different direction or where a Japanese cultural 
reference is used. 


Kannei 19, page 1 


The nineteenth year of the Kannei era. The name of the era 
changes when a new emperor is enthroned, and so the number 
corresponds with the year of the emperor’s reign. Occasionally, 
the era name was changed following a natural disaster or 
famine, as a way of starting anew. 


~ TOKALDG | 
OUTSKIRTS. gag 


: OF 
The Tékaid6é Road was one of five main roads con- HIRATSUKA 


necting the Edo capital to various areas of Japan. 
This road was perhaps the most heavily traveled 
since it connected Edo to Kyoto. There were fifty- 
three stops along the way, which flourished as rest | 
areas where travelers could eat and sleep. Hiratsuka 
was one such stop. 


Y ACCORDING 
A, TO RUMORS K6oyasan, page 8 


‘\ DURING MY 
THEY'RE AIZU TRAVELS 


canurar wHo |} There are many Buddhist temples in this mountainous area. 


REBELLED 


AGAINST THEIR 
YEARS AGO —_ LORD THREE 
AND FLED TO 
KOYAGAN..-. 


Divorce temple, page 21 


f  matou- 

GAOKA 
TOKEIII 
TEMPLE... 


A DIVORCE 
TEMPLE, WHICH 
HAS FORBIDDEN 
MALE CONTACT 
FOR 360 YEARS. 


A sanctuary for women who sought divorce. Also 
known as refuge temples because they took in 
battered women. 


Hara-kiri, page 26 


Considered an honorable way of killing oneself by cutting open one’s own stomach. 


500,000 koku, page 27 


Koku is a standard measurement of rice, but it’s also used 
as a measurement of land ruled over by a lord. Tokugawa 
Tadanaga ruled over 500,000 koku. In other words, he 
ruled over an area that could cultivate 500,000 koku of 
rice. Since the gate came from Tadanaga’s palace, it’s no 
wonder the gate is sturdy and grand. 


Toyotomi Hideyoshi, page 28 


3 ri , pate THIS IS THE 
Hideyoshi was responsible for unifying Japan. PRINCESS OF THE 
After his death in 1598, he was succeeded by DECEASED TOYOTOMI 

his son Hideyori, then six years old. Though eae 

yor, y : ug > CHIEF PRIESTESS OF 


there were many families loyal the Toyotomi, THIS CONVENT. 
Osaka Castle fell to Tokugawa lyeyasu’s forces | 
in 1615, marking the end of the Toyotomi rule. 
Hideyori and his mother, the Lady Yodo, com- 
mitted suicide. The end of the Toyotomi family 
opened the way for the Tokugawa Shogunate. 


Mistress, page 65 


Lords took many mistresses or wives, who would have children to ensure a male successor and 
prolong the family bloodline. 


Woman’s carriage, page 92 


The carriage that was carried by men, or 
palanquin, was a mode of transportation for 
people of high class and rank. Different types 
were used according to class and gender, 
which is how Késhichiré knows that this is a 
woman’s Carriage. 


aa 


PROBABLY... 


Forty-four tablets, page 135 


A memorial tablet is made of wood and has the 
dead person’s name written on the front. The num- 
ber four is considered unlucky in Japan because 
the words “four” and “death” are pronounced the 
same—shi. 


Sickle and chain, page 78 


Kemp6, pages 124-125 


BUT FORTY- 
FOUR 
TABLETS? 


THE LETTER 
HAD REPORTED 
TWENTY-THREE 

NUNS DEAD... 


Tessai’s weapon is a sickle and chain (kusarigama), 
a lethal weapon of the early Edo period. The weight 
on one end of the chain was usually thrown so that 
the chain wrapped around the enemy, although 

Tessai is using the weapon differently here. 


Kempé is the Japanese name for kung fu. This form 
of martial art originated in China and was brought 
over to Japan during the seventeenth century. 


LaDy 
TENJUIN, 


Seppuku, page 136 


| AND NOT 

BY SEPPUKU 
OR BY 
BEHEADING... 


Seppuku is another way of saying hara-kiri, an honorable 
way of dying by disemboweling oneself. 


Ky6 dolls, page 194 


HE WILL HAVE 


Dolls with long, black hair that were made to look like KE ~ V4 i one 


typical Kyoto women. In this case, the women are being 
likened to the dolls. 


Hannya mask, page 210 


Mask of a demoness, with horns and a face expressing a 
woman’s jealousy, scorn, and pain. 


Strike him down, page 210 


During the Edo period, samurai could kill farmers and 
commoners of low rank who have acted wrongly against 
them without punishment. 


---RIDICULOUS! 
IT'S USELESS 
TO SPECULATE. 


IF HE IG A SPY, 
JUST STRIKE HIM 
DOWN! 


Preview of Wolume 2 


We’re pleased to present you with a preview 
of volume 2. Please check our website 
(www.delreymanga.com) to see when this 
volume will be available. 
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THE 
BASTARD... 
ESCAPED. 
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GOT ME INA 
COLD SWEAT. 


AIZuU SEVEN 
SPEARS... 
THEY'RE EVEN 
STRONGER THAN 
I THOUGHT. 
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